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Abstracts

Topicality. The development of sports and physical education have become one of the important instruments for
the economic modernization and development of civil society in Poland and Germany. Sport discourse between
Germans and Poles before World War 1 is a discourse of alienation and national conflict between the countries. Despite
the difficulties of post-war formation, countries were able to develop and intensify sports activities, which became key
in establishing cultural and social relations, integrating them into the European space. The Aim of the Research is to
determine the international nature and specificity of German-Polish sports relations through a historical and legal
analysis of their origin and formation on the European continent. The following research methods were used in the
paper: analysis of literary sources in sports and physical education, methods of comparative analysis, systematic
approach, historical method. The Results of the Research. A retrospective analysis of sports, in particular the football
experience of Germany and Poland in the post-war period and to the present, showed its importance in the development
of international relations of both countries, as evidenced by a sufficient number of sports games, competitions, football
matches, and as a result — reaching mutual understanding between peoples and successful bilateral cooperation.
Conclusions. In the postwar period, the factors that led to an increase the role of sports and physical culture in society
were preserved in Germany and Poland. At the same time, the tendency to intensify the intervention of state structures,
political parties, public and regional organizations in spreading physical culture and using it for their own interests,
including as a means of ideological influence, was clearly manifested. Physical education developed in close
dependence on the political and economic conditions of these countries. At the same time, democratic transformations
in Eastern Europe have led to the emergence of new trends in physical education and sport.
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Jirxeabm Baexunre. HiMenbKko-nmoJibchbKi CIOPTUBHI BilHOCHHM — i3 JAaBHiX 4aciB 10 choroaHi (orusi).
Axmyanvnicme. Po3BuToK criopty Ta (hi3MYHOr0 BUXOBAHHS CTAJU OJHHMH i3 BaXJIMBUX IHCTPYMEHTIB €KOHOMIYHOT
MOJIEpHi3allii Ta CTaHOBJIEHHS TIpoMaasHChKoro cycminbeTBa [lonpmii ta Himewunnn. CHOpTHBHHE IHCKYpC MiX
HIMIISIMH Ta MOJISIKaMU 10 | CBITOBOT BIHU — IUCKYPC BiJ4y>KEHHS Ta HAIlIOHAJIBHOTO KOHQIIIKTY MIXK IBOMa HapOJaMH.
HesBakaroun Ha TpyIHOIII MICISIBOEHHOTO CTaHOBJICHHS, KpaiHM 3yMUTM PO3BHMHYTH Ta aKTUBI3yBaTH CIOPTHBHY
IUSUTBHICTD, 110 CTajJ0 KJIIOYOBHM Y BCTAHOBJICHHI KYJBTYPHHX Ta COI[aJbHHUX BiTHOCHH, IX iHTErpaiii 10 €BpOIeii-
CBKOTO TIpoCcTOpy. Memoro docnidxncenns € BU3HAUCHHS MIKHAPOJAHOTO XapakTepy Ta Crenudiky HiIMEIbKO-TIONbChKIX
CHOPTHBHUX BIHOCHH 3a JJOIIOMOTOI0 iCTOPHKO-IIPAaBOBOTO aHAJI3y iX 3apo/KEHHS i CTaHOBJIEHHs Ha €BporneiickkoMy
KOHTHHEHTi. Y poOOTI BUKOPHUCTAHO TaKi Memoou O0CHi0NHCeHHs. aHall3 JITEPaTypHUX JDKepeNn 31 CHOPTy Ta
(hI3MYHOTO BHUXOBaHHS, METOJM IOPIBHAJIBHOIO aHAJi3y, CHCTEMHOTO IIXO.y, icropudHuii meron. Pesynsmamu
oocnidicenna. PeTpoCeKTHBHUN aHaNi3 CHOPTUBHOTO, 30Kpema ¢yrdomsHOro, moceimy Himeuumnm ta [lompmi B
MICJISIBOEHHUH TepioJ i 10 ChOTOMHI MPOJEMOHCTPYBAaB MOTO 3HAYYIIICTh y CTAHOBJICHHI MDKICpPKABHHUX BiJHOCHH
000X KpaiH, PO IO CBITYATH JOCTATHS KIIBKICTh MPOBEICHUX CIOPTHBHUX iTOp, 3Maranb, (yTOOIBHUX MaTdiB i, 5K
pe3ynbTar, — IOCSTHEHHS B3a€MOPO3YMIHHS MDK HapojaMH Ta YCIIIIHA JBOCTOPOHHS cHiBmpaus. Bucnoseku. Y
miciaBoeHHui mnepion y Himewuwmni ta [lomemi 30epernmcs ¢axTopw, OO0 3YMOBHJIM 3pOCTaHHS poii (i3ndHOT
KyJIBTYPH B XHTTI cycniyibcTBa. OHOYACHO YiTKO MPOSIBUIIACS TEHJICHILIS 10 OCHIICHHS BTPYYaHHS IEPXKaBHUX CTPYK-
TYyp, MONITHYIHUX MApPTii, TPOMAJCHKUX 1 PETiOHANBHUX OpraHi3aliil y HouTupeHHi Gi3uIHOi KyJIbTYpH Ta BUKOPHCTaHHI
il y CBOiX iHTepecax, y TOMY YHCIi SK 3aco0y igeoiorigHoro BIUMBY. DismyHa KymbTypa pO3BUBANAcs B TICHIH
3aJIeKHOCTI BiJ] MOJMITHYHMX W EKOHOMIYHMX YMOB IMX KpaiH. BomHodac nemokpatwdHi mepeTrBopeHHs B CXimHil
€Bpo1i, TPU3BEIH 10 MMOSBH HOBUX BisiHb Y (pi3MYHOMY BUXOBaHHI Ta CIOPTI.

Kurouosi ciioBa: ciopt, pyTOonsHIIA MaTy, CIIOPTHBHA TPpa, CHOPTUBHUH Kiry0, HiMmewuuna, [Tonbmnia.

Jurxeabpm Baexunr. I'epMaHo-n0JIbCKHE CIOPTUBHBbIE OTHOIIEHHUS — ¢ JABHUX BpeMeH 0 ceroans (0030p).
Axmyanvsnocms. PazButue cropra W (U3UUECKOTO BOCIUTAHHS CTAaJ0 OJHUM M3 BaXKHBIX WHCTPYMCHTOB 3KOHO-
MHYECKOW MOJEpPHHU3AIMU U CTAaHOBJIEHHs TIpaxaanckoro odbmectBa [lombmu u 'epmanuu. CHOpTHBHBIN TUCKYpC
MEXy HEeMI[aMHU U Tojisikamu B [IepBoii MUPOBOM BOMHE — AUCKYPC OTUYKICHHS M HAITMOHAIBLHOTO KOH(IMKTA MEKIY
IByMs Hapogamu. HecMOTps Ha TPYZHOCTH ITOCIIEBOCHHOT'O CTAHOBJICHHUS, CTPAHBI CYMEIH Pa3BUTh W aKTHBH3WPOBATh
CIIOPTUBHYIO JAESTENbHOCTb, CTAJ0 KJIIOYEBHIM B YCTAaHOBJICHUM KYJIbTYPHBIX W COLMAJIbHBIX OTHOILIEHUH, HX
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UHTETpalUK B €BpoIIeiickoe MPOCTpaHCTBO. Ilenvio uccnedoganus ABIseTCsa OIpeleeHHe MEKIyHapOAHOIO Xapak-
Tepa W CHEHU(HUKH HEMEUKO-TOJIbCKUX CIIOPTHBHBIX OTHOIICHWH IPH IMOMOIIM HCTOPHKO-TIPABOBOTO aHAIM3a HX
3apOoXKICHUs M CTaHOBIEeHUS Ha EBpomeiickomM KoHTHHeHTe. B paboTe HCHOJNB30BaHBI CIEYIOIIUE Memoobl
uccned06anua: aHaNNu3 JATEPATyPHBIX HCTOYHUKOB IO CIIOPTY M (PU3NUECKOMY BOCIIHTAHUIO, METO/IBI CPAaBHUTEIHLHOTO
aHalaM3a, CHCTEMHOIO MOAXO0Ja, UCTOpHYECKHH MeTon. Pesynbmamwr uccnedoeanus. PeTpocleKTUBHBIN aHAN3
CHOPTHBHOTO, B 4acTHOCTH (pyrOombHOTO, ombita ['epmannu u [lodpomm B MOCIEBOCHHBIN NMEPUOI W CETOAHS, MPO-
JIEMOHCTPHUPOBAJ €ro 3HAYUMOCTh B CTAHOBJICHMU MEXTIOCYJapCTBEHHBIX OTHOLICHUN ABYX CTPaH, O YeM CBUAETEINb-
CTBYET JOCTaTOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO IPOBEACHHBIX CIIOPTHBHBIX WIP, COPEBHOBaHWH, (PyTOONBHBIX MaTdel M, Kak
pe3ynbTaT, — JOCTHXKEHUE B3aUMOIIOHNMAaHUS MEX/ly HapoJaMH U YCIIEIIHas JBYCTOPOHHEE COTPYJHUIECTBO. Buigoodwt. B
mocieBoeHHBIN mepuox B ['epmannn u [lompine coxpaHWIHACH (aKTOPH, OOYCIOBHBIIHE POCT PONH (PU3UIECKOI
KyJIbTYpHl B XHU3HU oOmIecTBa. OTHOBPEMEHHO YETKO MPOSIBUIACh TCHAEHIMSA K YCHJICHHIO BMEUIaTENIbCTBA rocynap-
CTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYp, MOJUTHYECKUX IApTHil, OOIIECTBCHHBIX M PETMOHAIBHBIX OPraHW3allii B PacHpOCTPaHEHUH
(u3MYeCcKOi KyJIbTYPHl M HCIIOJIB30BAaHMH €€ B CBOMX HMHTEpEcax, B TOM YHCIIE KaK CPEACTBA MICOJIOTHYECKOTO BO3-
nevicteua. Pusnueckas KyabTypa pa3BHBalIach B TECHOW 3aBUCHMOCTH OT HMOJUTHYECKUX M SKOHOMHYECKHX YCIIOBHH
9THX cTpaH. BMecTe ¢ TeM, AeMoKkpaTtudeckue npeoOpas3oBanus B BocTounoit EBporne mpuBenn K MOSIBIEHUIO HOBBIX
BESHHH B (PU3NUECKOM BOCITUTAHHUH U CIIOPTE.
KoaioueBblie ciioBa: criopt, GpyTOONBHBIIT MaTy, CIIOPTHBHAS MIpa, CIIOPTUBHBIN Kiy0, ['epmanus, [Tonpma.

Nationalism

In the 19th century sport on the European continent developed in the context of national movements
especially in Eastern Europe [1]. This was also true for that part of the former Polish state which had been
allocated to Prussia after the division of Poland: after the foundation of the German Reich in 1871 with Prussia
as the dominant state, the Polish part of the population began to mobilise on a national(ist) basis. This was a
reaction to the efforts of the Reich to impose a policy of ethnic homogenisation that meant germanisation,
which was particularly directed against Catholic Poles [2].

By contrast the Polish part of the population began a process of economic modernisation and began to
organise itself along the lines of a Polish civil society [3]. In this process the Poles took up an idea from Czech
Prague and set up an organisation which linked a physical culture with a national culture or nationalist
intentions under the sign of the falcon or «Sokoéh» as it was known in Polish [4]. From its foundation in
Inowroctaw in 1884 the Sokol became a part of the Polish civil society in the German Reich. It was not long
before an umbrella organisation for Sokot was set up in Poznan (1893), and after a short period of hesitation it
directed its efforts towards the Polish National Democracy (Narodowa Demokracja), a political party with
national Polish solutions for the problems of society. So it issued appeals to Poles in all three divided areas, the
German Reich, Austria/Hungary and czarist Russia, and the Diaspora. The Poles made no attempt to conceal
that their ultimate aim was to re-establish the Polish state. The national Polish sporting movement also
organised itself in Berlin and the Ruhr area, as well as with Polish immigrant minorities in the smaller industrial
areas in the German Reich [5].

From the point of view of the Prussian German administration Polish athletes had deliberately put
themselves on the side of the so-called «enemies of the Reichy, i.e. on the side of groups whose aim was to
create a mass opposition to all the homogenisation policies of the Reich. The opposing attitudes of Polish
athletes, of German athletes and other protagonists caught up in nationality struggles were therefore set on the
road to conflict. The upshot was not only conflicts but also a hermetic separatism which debarred any sporting
meetings or common celebrations. Sport under the aegis of a nationalist-cultural gymnastic movement — the
Germans called it «Turnen» — effectively meant ethnic exclusion. Thus, before the First World War in an age
where sporting organisations embodied the aspirations of a nation, sporting discourse between Germans and
Poles was essentially a discourse of exclusion and national conflict [6].

Sport in a Border Area: the Case of Silesia

The restoration of the Polish national state after the First World War led to the creation of national
minorities especially in the border areas of Poland. Now Germans were in the minority. In the years between
the two world wars Poland was regarded as the most multicultural country in Europe with huge Jewish,
Ucrainian and German minorities — one third of the population [7]. In Silesia the First World War had resulted
in the division of the region into the autonomous Wojwodztwo (or county) of Polish Upper Silesia and German
Lower Silesia. The border between the two ran right through the middle of the region whose inhabitants were
probably more enthusiastic about football than anywhere else in Europe [8]. The Silesian Football Association
was set up in the Polish county of Silesia as early as 1920. It underlined its claims to autonomy by rapidly
setting up its own football team. After 123 years of division of Poland, matches like the first ever game against
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Czarni Lwow from Galicia in June 1920, which they lost by 3 goals to 8, were used to promote the integration
policies of the Second Republic.

The nearly unknown twenty matches which took place against teams from the German part of Silesia
between 1924 and 1939 were little other than an expression of national competitiveness. The first game in
Katowice on the 7" of December 1924 ended in a three-all draw. Games between teams from the two areas
became even more potentially explosive after the Nazis seized power in Germany; and a match in the
Hindenburg stadium in Bytom which ended in a nil-nil draw, drew a crowd of 20.000. In September 1935 a
representational team from the Wojwodztwo won a remarkable match in Katowice by nine goals to one. The
last match, on the 8" January 1939 took place before a meagre crowd of 4.000 in the Hindenburg stadium in
Bytom and ended in victory for the Poles by 5 goals to 3 [9].

Inclusion through Football

During the Weimar Republic, the sport organisations of the Polish diaspora in the German Reich were on
the road to assimilation [10]. After the First World War the multi-ethnic dimension of football became
increasingly important in the Ruhr area, the long-established centre for immigrant Polish workers and also the
Polish nationalist Sokét movement. Passive and active members with Polish names can now be found in many
clubs in the area, for example, Rot-Weil3 Essen. The first members with Polish names joined the club in 1919
and some of them also became officials or employees. Indeed Poles made up around 10 % of the membership
until 1939. In 1931 the club engaged a groundsman by the name of Hermann Greszick, who promptly changed
his name to Kress one year later in 1932. Changing one’s name was a clear sign of the development towards
social assimilation and there was no alternative to this development. The same holds true for members of the
famous Schalke 04 fooball club, where Zurawski became Zurner, Regelski Reckmann, Czerwinski Rothardt
and Zembrzyki became Zeidler. In this way around 240.000 Polish or Masurian people living in the Ruhr area
had germanised their names by 1937 [11]. It is therefore all the more astounding that this process seems to have
been forgotten in the collective consciousness of the nation. Indeed scarcely anyone seems to be able to
remember neither the time when ethnic sports clubs existed in the Ruhr nor the the players of Polish or
Mazurian origin as members of German clubs - before civilisation broke down in the Third Reich. Thus there
was no narrative to explain the reason for the «foreign» names in the German National football team Also the
field of sport was dominated by the «suggestion of an absence of history» [12].

The Sporting Mask of Hypocritical Peace. International Matches between Germany and Poland from
1933 to 1938

Even more surprising than the Silesian duels were the five international matches between German and
Poland which took place between 1933 and 1938 [13]. Two of them were in Warsaw in 1934 and 1936 and the
other three in Germany (Berlin in 1933, Breslau in 1935 and Chemnitz in 1938) in front of crowds of up to
60,000. To cater for the crowds the stadium in Warsaw even had to be enlarged from a capacity of 32,000 to
40,000. The overall result for the Germans was positive, with four victories and one draw. But even more
remarkable for both sides was the fair play on the pitch and the fairness of the reports. For both nations
international matches had an eminently political significance and this was the reason for the almost annual
fixture. During the period when the Nazi regime was trying to stabilise the country and at a time when it was
militarily weak and in the process of rearming itself Germany was interested in pursuing a police of détente
with Poland in order to avoid provoking a possible alliance between France and Poland. The upshot was a
German-Polish bilateral treaty of non-violence signed in 1934 which was to be valid for the following ten
years, and which also seemed to guarantee the Poles a period of peace and security. In this light we can
understand more clearly the impeccable behaviour of the athletes on the sports field, the clubs and the
media [14].

Having said that the Germans clearly felt themselves to be superior to their neighbours who had become a
nation state much later in history. In 1935 the Germans even played two international matches in which they
fielded two different teams on the same day — one against Poland which they won one-nil, and the other against
Estonia (five-nil). By contrast Polish journalists noted «the lack of a tradition of victory» [15] on their side, a
psychological momentum which evoked Poland’s profound lack of security caused by the fact that the nation
has been the loser over a long period of modernisation, even in the case of modern sports.

In May 1939 in the prelude to the outbreak of war, the masks of sport were removed and the head of the
Reich sports chamber Hans von Tschammer und Osten banned German athletes from competing in Poland.

From the Post-War Period to European Integration — firom the « Water Battle» to Polonia Dortmund

Germans are not the only ones who talk about a football miracle: in the German case it was the so-called
«Mircale of Berne» when the German team surprisingly won the World Cup in 1954.
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Almost twenty years later the Poles would also celebrate their own miracle: a draw against England at
Wembley which ensured that the outsiders, the Polish team would travel to the World Cup finals in Germany in
1974. This was the start of the dream decade for the Polish national team, a period of sporting success which
gave not only Polish football but the whole nation a new sense of pride and prestige [16].

The so-called «water battle» in Frankfurt in 1974 has even been turned the stadium into a place of
remembrance for both teams, complete with its own mythology and conspiracy theories. The last game in the
preliminary round of this particular group was between the host nation, Germany and the Polish team and the
result would decide which team would proceed to the final round of the 1974 World Cup. Shortly before the
start of the match the heavens opened and the field was flooded to such an extent that it was practically
unplayable. Nonetheless the game began after a 30 minute delay. The Polish team who were noted for their
speed were naturally handicapped by having to play on such a wet surface and lost the game one-nil despite
their clear superiority. Back home in Poland the whole nation was outraged that their team had lost under such
grotesque circumstances [17].

The German team went on to win the tournament. The Polish team earned great sympathy in Germany not
only for their brilliant play during the tournament but also for the fact that they ended the championships in
third place after defeating the team from Brazil. The mass daily newspaper, the «Bild Zeitung» praised the
dynamic Poles and Chancellor Helmut Schmidt even invited the team to a banquet. In doing so Schmidt
continued the policy of his Foreign Minister Walter Scheel who had personally congratulated the Poles after
their success at Wembley. The «Ostpolitik» laid down in the 1970 Warsaw Treaty bore fruit but the Cold war
prevented a broader development of Polish-German relations especially in the field of scientific research and
sport history [18].

First since the revolutionary spring of nations in Eastern Europe 1989/90 following the Polish revolution
in 1980 and the German reunification there are organised attempts to overcome language barriers and set up a
dialogue between the historians. The 2012 European Championship in Poland and the Ukraine has given
scholars a new boost, and a conference in Berlin finally unrolled the history of German-Polish football
relationships [19]. As early as 2011 in a conference at the Wannsee Memorial House scholars were discussing
names like Kusocinski, Lokajski, Czech and Marusarz, completely unknown summer and winter sports athletes
who had fought in the resistance against the Nazis and who were utterly unknown in both German states before
the German Reunification [20]. The Communist GDR had never bothered about trans-national sporting history
and although Germany was divided at the time it was united in one aspect: its ignorance with respect to the
German-Polish relations in sport (but not only in sport).

Things have changed radically since then. The best example occurred April 2013 in the semi-finals of the
European Club Championship when Borussia Dortmund, known in Poland as Polonia Dortmund, has won over
the star team from Real Madrid by four goals to nil. All four goals were scored by the Polish centre forward
Robert Lewandowski and the Dortmund team also included the Polish captain Jakub Btaszczykowski and the
right back Lukasz Pisczek. Not only the Germans but the whole of Poland celebrated the victory as if it were
their own and the headlines in the newspapers and on television were full of pride [21]. This was the same when
the German national-team won the World Championships in Brazil in 2014 with players from Polish immigrant
surroundings. The Polish newspaper Rzeczpospolita described the victory of the German team as «an extra
satisfaction for us» (meaning Poland), [22] when it noted that the record goal scorer in the history of the world
championships was the Polish-born Miroslaw Klose.

In October 2014 in the shadow of the match between Poland and Germany in Warsaw (the Poles won the
first time in history against the German World-Champions) there was organised in the German Embassy in
Warsaw a Polish-German Dialogue about sport history and in September 2015 when the two teams met again
in Frankfurt the dialogue has been continued in the historical town hall of Frankfurt the so called «Rémer». In
2016 the teams met in a qualification group during the European Championships in France and Poles and
Germans celebrated in the same time the 100 birthday of Ernst Willimowski. The player scored for the Polish
and the German National Football Team, he is a remembrance place for both Germans and Poles and could be a
bridge between the nations [23].
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