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Abstracts

The Relevance of the Research. This paper analyses the case of the USA and South Africa and its experiences in
the sports sector since the period of apartheid, in an effort to explore the processes necessary to understand the potential
sports may hold for peace building. By identifying initiatives of the USA in South Africa at the national, community
and individual level of analysis, the paper outlines the possible effects of sports on reconciliation in divided states.
Using a comparative historical approach, the connection between race as a cultural and political category rooted in the
history of slavery and colonialism, and the development of the nation states was analyzed. It was characterized how
each country’s differing efforts to establish national unity and other institutional impediments have served, through the
nation-building process and into their present systems of state power, to shape and often crystallize categories and
divisions of race.

The Purpose of the Research is to experimentally verify the effectiveness of sports as an integral part of the
country, influencing culture. Methods of the Research. The research methods used in the process of writing the paper
involve the use of general scientific and empirical techniques of physical culture and educational sciences based on a
systematic approach. In addition, in the process such general research methods as generalization and comparison
analyses were used. The Results of the Research. As a result of the analysis, we have identified the main range of
problems arising from globalization processes and a number of measures aimed at raising the level of sports and
cultural image of the developed countries in the World society.

Key words: sport, physical education, polity, national game, racial segregation, blacks and whites, soccer, rugby,
United States, South Africa.

I'epanba P. I'emc. Cnopr ii craHoBideHHs1 Hauii: mopiBHsibHuA anani3z CIHA Tta IliBaenHoi Adpuxu.
Axmyansnicms. Y cTaTTi IpoaHai30BaHO N0cBif craHoBieHHA criopTy B CILA Ta B IliBgenniit Adpumi mo # micns
amaprteiny. 3AiliCHEHO HaMaraHHs JOCHIJMTH TPOLECH, HEOOXIAHI JUIS PO3BUTKY MOTCHIIMHUX BHUIIB CIOPTY, SKi
MOXYTBH CTaTH 3alOPYKOIO CTAHOBJICHHS MHPY Ta MOPO3YMiHHS MiX Hapomamu. [[ns BusHauenHs iHimiatueu CLLIA B
perioni IliBmenHoi Adpukm Ha HaiOHATHPHOMY, CYCIIIBPHOMY W I1HIWBIZyalbHOMY pIBHSAX Y CTaTTI OKPECICHO
MOXJIMBHI BIUTMB CIIOPTY HA MPUMHUPEHHS B PO3JUICHHX IITaTaX Ta PErioHax. ABTOp IMOB’sA3ye MOOYIOBY Hamii i3
mo0yI0BOIO pacoBoi imeHTHYHOCTI. [IpoaHanizoBaHO 3B’S30K MiX Pacoro SK KyIbTYPHOIO i IOJITHYHOIO KAaTEropieto,
JDKEpeTIoM SIKOi € icTopist pabcTBa Ta KOJNOHIami3My ¥ PO3BHUTKOM HaliOHANBHHX nepkaB. Ha mpuxmami IliBmerHO1
Ad¢puxu ta Cniomydenux llItaTiB mpoiTIOCTpOBAaHO iICTOPUYHY AWHAMIKY Ta IHCTHTYIIHHI BiTHOCHHU, 3aBISKU SKUM
BiOyBasloCs CTaBHOBIICHHS MDKIEP)KaBHUX 1HQOpMaIitHUX BigHOCHH. Mema 00cnidiceHHs — BUCBITIHTH pOIb
CIIOPTHBHUX 3MaraHb i CHOPTY B LIJIOMY Ha IPOLECH, MOB’s3aHi 3 MOOYIOBOIO HAIIIOHANBHOI iIEHTUYIHOCTI. Memoou
odocnioncenna. Y TIporeci IOCHIHKEHHS BUKOPHCTAHO 3arajlbHOHAYKOBI Ta EMITIPHYHI TPUHOMH, 3aCHOBaHI Ha
CHCTEMHOMY MiJXO/Ii, a TAKOX 3araJlbHOHayKOBI METOMH, TaKi sIK y3araJbHEHHS 1 MOpPIBHUIBHUN aHami3. Pesyasmamu
00ci0McenHa — BU3HAYCHO OCHOBHE KOJIO MPOOJIEM, 10 BUHUKAIOTh BHACIIIOK TI100aNi3alifHIX MpPOLECiB, Ta HU3KY
3axOfiB, CIPSMOBAaHMX Ha MiJBUIIEHHS PIBHS CIIOPTHBHOTO I KyJABTYPHOTO IMIJDKYy OKPEMHX KpaiH y CBITOBOMY
cycninbeTBi. Bucnoexku. CdoxycyBaBmm cBoro yBary Ha IliBgennii Adpunmi ta Cnomydenux Illrarax, aBTop
TIPOITIIOCTPYBAB ICTOPHYHY AWHAMIKY W IHCTUTYLIHHI BIJTHOCHHM, a TAKOX CTAHOBJICHHS HaIlil IUX AepkaB. Y POKH
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amapTeiny CIopT BiJirpaBaB poib TOJIOBHOT'O IHCTPYMEHTY OIIOPY IPOTH CUCTEMH PAcOBOi CeTperariii, a Hagaji JOmoMir
HaOyTH KpaiHi CBITOBE BU3HAHHS Ta MMO3UTHBHUI IMI/K HA MIXXHAPOIIHIHA apeHi.

Karouosi ciioBa: criopt, pisnuHa KyabTypa, HONITHKA, HalliOHAJIbHA Tpa, pacoBa cerperais, 4opHo-0ii, ¢pyroo,
per6i, CIIA, IliBnenna Adpuxa.

I'epanea P. I'emc. Cnopt M cTaHoBJeHHMe Hanmu: cpaBHUTeabHbIH aHanu3 CIOA u IOxkHoil Adpuku.
Axmyansnocms. AHanuzupyercs onblT craHoBieHus criopta B CIIA u IOxHol Adpuke mo M mocie amaprenaa.
OcCymIecTBISAIOTCS TOMBITKA HCCIEIO0BATh IPOIECCH, HEOOXOMUMBIE Ul Pa3BUTHsS MOTCHIMAJIBHBIX BHUJIOB CIIOPTA,
KOTOpBIE MOTYT CTaTh 3aJIOrOM CTAHOBJICHHSI MUpa M B3aWMOIIOHHMAaHUS MEXIy Hapoxamu. Onpenensis HHUINATHBBI
CIIA B peruone IOxHO#i Adpukyu Ha HAIMOHAIBHOM, OOIECTBEHHOM M WHAWBHUIyalbHOM YPOBHSX, 0003Ha4aeTcs
BO3MOXKHOE BIIMSIHAE CIIOPTa Ha TPHMHPEHHE B PAa3JENICHHBIX INTAaTax M PErHOHAX. ABTOpP CBS3bIBACT IMOCTPOEHHE
Hammii ¢ (OPMUpPOBAHMEM pAacOBOM HMICHTUYHOCTH. AHAJIM3HPYIOTCS CBSI3M MEXAY pacod Kak KyJIbTYpHOH U
MOJIUTHYECKOH KaTeropuel, MCTOYHMKOM KOTOPOIl SBIISIETCS WCTOpHS paOCTBa M KOJOHMAIM3MA W DPa3BUTHEM
HalMOHAJBHBIX TocyaapcTB. Ha npumepe H0xHoit Adpuku n CoenuueHssix 1lltaToB minmrocTpyroTess ucTopryeckas
JMHAMHKA U MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIbHbIE OTHOIIEHHS, 01aroiaps KOTOPBIM MPOUCXOJMIIO CTAHOBJICHHE MEKTOCYIapCTBEHHBIX
nH(pOpMaIMOHHBIX OTHOWIEHUH. I]ens ucciedoeanus — packpbITh POJIb CHIOPTHUBHBIX COPEBHOBAHUI M CIIOPTa B LETIOM
Ha IPOLECCH], CBA3aHHBIE C IOCTPOEHMEM HAIMOHAIBHOW MIEHTUYHOCTU. Memoodwl uccnedosanus. B mporecce
WCCIIEIOBAHMS UCTIONB3YIOTCS OOIIEHaYYHbIE U SMIIMPUYECKHE MPUEMbI, OCHOBaHHbBIE HA CHCTEMHOM IIOJXO/I€, a TaKXKe
00IIleHayYHBIC METO/IBI, TAKHUE KaK 0000IICHUE U CPABHUTENIBHBIN aHanu3. Pe3yiomamut ucciedosanus. Onpenensercs
OCHOBHOW Kpyr mpo0jeM, BO3HHMKAIOIIMX B pe3yJibTaTe TIII00ANM3AIMOHHBIX TIPOLECCOB, M PsJl MEPOIPUSTHH,
HaIllpaBJICHHBIX Ha IIOBBIIICHUEC YPOBHA CIHOPTHUBHOI'O M KYJIBTYPHOIO HMHKA OTACIBHBIX CTpaH B MHUPOBOM
coobuiectse. Botgoost. ChokycupoBas cBoe BHUMaHKe Ha FOxHOIt Adpuke n CoenuHenHbix [lltaTax, Mbl npouuto-
CTpUPOBAJIMN HCTOPUYCCKYIO AWMHAMUKY MW HHCTUTYLIMOHAJIbHBIE OTHOLICHHUS, a TaKXE€ CTAHOBJIICHUE HAllUM OTHUX
rocynapcTs. B ronpl anaprenaa crnopT urpaji pojb IJIaBHOTO MHCTPYMEHTA CONPOTHBIICHUS MPOTUB CHCTEMBI PaCOBOM
cerperaiuu, a B OyJylieM MOMOr NpUOOpPECTH MHPOBOE MPH3HAHHE U IMOJOKHUTEIbHEH MMHDK Ha MEXIYHapOIHOU
apeHe.

KiaroueBbie cioBa: cropt, pusndeckas KyJIbTypa, IOJUTHKA, HALMOHAJIbHAS MIPa, PacoBas cerperanys, 4epHo-
6enble, pyroom, perou, CLIA, HOxnas Adpuxa.

Introduction. The United States of America and the Republic of South Africa are the only two countries
which employed legal segregation at some point in their histories. The way that segregation came about in each
of these countries is vastly different; however, the effects that we are seeing today are interestingly similar.

Both the United States and South Africa are nations composed largely of immigrants. Both were colonized
by imperial powers, and both became arenas of struggle against outsiders who rose to positions of dominance.
In both cases the colonizing power, the white Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPs) of the British Empire,
ultimately defeated or absorbed the native populations as well as other colonial forces. This inquiry looks at one
facet of that struggle, where subordinate groups exerted their own agency and managed to adapt the dictates of
the governing group to their own cultures through leisure and educational practices that incorporated sport.

Materials and Research Methods are theoretical analysis of scientific-methodological literature and the
Internet — Global Information Network.

Results of the Research. Discussion. The process of migration to the United States started soon after
European explorers landed on the North American continent in the fifteenth century. Superior weaponry,
aggressive expansionism, and diseases decimated the native population as the colonizers secured the entirety of
the continent under their domain over the course of the next three centuries, establishing a less than inclusive
democracy sparked by a capitalist economy and guided by a set of Protestant religious values. That migratory
evolution became an internal concern when millions in search of greater opportunity flooded American shores
in the nineteenth century. Anglo nativists, descendants of the original WASPs, perceived the arrival of non-
Anglos as a threat to their dominance of the economy. The white Americans assumed Social Darwinian
perceptions of racial superiority, and judged newcomers by their failure to adhere to the WASPs’ standards of
Protestant religious morality.

By the latter nineteenth century, unable to deter the continuing masses of immigrants, WASP reformers,
known as Progressives, embarked upon a campaign to acculturate, assimilate, and Americanize the newcomers.
Social scientists and other scholars studied the vast array of itinerant groups, and the reformers organized a
systematic framework for the transformation of the diverse cultures. They intended education to become a
wholesale means of transformation. Sport and physical education, in particular, served as key ingredients in
effecting the transition in cultural practices and national identities. By 1911 a government commission had
concluded a three year study of the largely European peasant arrivals and concluded that at least 45 different
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races populated the various regions of the United States, many of them residing in overpopulated urban
ghettoes, where they refashioned their European lifestyles. By the 1930s sociologists at the University of
Chicago had, to some degree, invalidated the concept of race in favor of the notion of ethnicity. The gradual
adoption of ethnic classifications somewhat assuaged the negative connotations associated with racial catego-
rization. The new designation allowed for the eventual acceptance of many ethnics within the mainstream white
society. Historian Marcus Lee Hansen, however, determined that full acculturation would take three
generations; but such inclusion might be hastened by the adoption of the norms, values, and standards of the
WASP middle class that constituted «whiteness» [8].

Poor peasants and the urban proletariat fled their European homelands to escape the evils of
industrialization; but their search for greater opportunity in the United States offered only marginal
improvement for many. Jobs proved plentiful, but the hours were long and the wages minimal. Workers
exchanged their village hovels for crowded and unhealthy tenement houses, while their employers rested in
mansions attended to by a staff of house servants. Such conditions reinforced European ideological beliefs in
anarchism, socialism, and communism, at odds with nativist Americans’ belief in the capitalist system.
Workers formed labor unions and sought better working conditions, fair wages, and shorter working hours
reinforced by walkouts and strikes. Immigrant coping strategies also included large families whose members
were put to work at a young age to secure additional income. Children might also care for aging, injured, or
unhealthy parents who could no longer work. Such communal efforts opposed the American nativists’
emphasis on individualism.

Business owners often retaliated with intimidation, lockouts, and police enforcement. Sport, however,
proved to be a more subtle means of social control. In 1882 George Pullman, owner of a railroad car
manufactory, constructed a company town near Chicago complete with some of the best athletic facilities in the
country. Pullman reasoned that sport would provide a more wholesome activity and keep his workers out of the
saloons during their leisure time. Other business owners soon adopted Pullman’s concept and by the early
twentieth century industrial recreation programs and company leagues proliferated throughout the United
States. Employers got the additional benefit of free marketing for their products as the newspapers reported
game accounts; but workers also benefitted in ways unimagined by their bosses. Star players gained celebrity
status and social capital within their communities, and even those not physically gifted could gamble their
meager salaries on the outcomes of games and substantially increase their incomes [4; 18].

The reformers therefore placed greater emphasis on the immigrants’ children, intending to teach them the
values of the American capitalist system before they accepted their parents’ European ideologies. The
Progressive reformers, largely middle class, Anglo Protestants, devised and legally enacted a three step process
to obtain their goals. First, child labor laws removed the children from the workplaces until the age of 16. When
the released children loitered on the streets and became delinquents, they then passed mandatory education
laws, which required children to attend school, where they served as a captive audience for teachers to deliver
the prescribed lessons. When non-English speakers failed to grasp the lessons, schools established physical
education programs in the school. Even for the vast humbers that did not speak English, sport and physical
education reinforced the basic tenets of capitalism and democracy. All sports and many games taught
competition, the basis for the economy. In team sports the students learned cooperation, teamwork, and self-
sacrifice for the good of the whole, the basic elements of a democracy. The American national game of baseball
even reconciled some of the incongruities of the political-economic system for immigrants, for the game
required both the elements of their ancestral communal cultures and the individualism esteemed in America.
When playing defense the baseball players learned that all team members had perform as a unit to contribute to
the team success; not unlike the communal relationships of their families; but when on offense each was
required to perform individually and greater production (marked by quantified results) resulted in personal
reward, similar to the American economy. Those who protested, argued with officials, or did not show proper
deference to authority might be removed from the game, a lesson cherished by the employers who had to
reckon with their recalcitrant employees.

Cities built parks and playgrounds to attract children and youth during their non-school hours. Both male
and female supervisors manned such facilities, where they taught boys and girls to play in the desired manner.
The larger parks included field houses, large buildings that provided gyms, meeting spaces, and even
swimming pools that attracted both children and adults on a year round basis. Such efforts by the dominant
group did not always bring the desired results. In some cases youth gangs secured the public spaces for their
own use as a base of operations, and transforming the facilities into their headquarters. Local communities, too,
organized their own neighborhood athletic clubs to compete against ethnic, racial, and religious rivals, a
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surrogate form of warfare that transferred animosities to sports fields rather than the street warfare of the cities.
Blacks, too, were accorded the use of public facilities; but generally within the confined areas of their
segregated communities. Jews and Catholics, who feared the perceptively Protestant influences of the public
schools, the YMCA, and neighborhood social agencies known as settlement houses, established their own
associations to provide a wide range of athletic expression to their children as sport proved to be a common
interest that crossed gender, racial, and ethnic boundaries [7].

The excitement of sport, and the inherent gambling that accompanied it, attracted large numbers of fans to
the contests, forging a local bond and a greater sense of community and civic pride. Even the local
neighborhood contests attracted thousands of fans, and local heroes gained a recognition and celebrity
unattainable in the workplace. The better players progressed to semi-pro or even professional status, where they
might earn sums considerably greater than their factory wages. In 1915 one of the semi-pro baseball players in
Chicago rejected four contract offers from professional teams because he was already making more money in
the local league [7].

Sport performances allowed athletes to become heroes to the various ethnic, racial, and religious
contingents as they symbolically demonstrated the potential of democracy and presented the perception of
meritocracy in the United States. The physicality of sport allowed the working class to gain social capital by
means of its own habitus, a reliance on physical prowess rather than the education and wealth of the upper
classes. Boxing champions John L. Sullivan, the darling of Irish Americans, and Benny Leonard, who wore the
Jewish Star of David on his trunks, thrilled their ethnic fans and delivered symbolic retribution for those who
felt the sting of religious persecution. In 1908 the African American Jack Johnson captured the heavyweight
championship and held it for seven years, destroying the myth of racial superiority and the series of «white
hopes» that challenged his reign. His brash demeanor antagonized whites, and his liaisons with white women
outraged white society; but his adventures promoted racial pride among black Americans. Babe Ruth, of
working class German ancestry, abandoned to an orphanage by his parents, became the biggest hero of all
as a baseball star earning more money than the president of the United States for his physical prowess [6; 12;
17; 19].

As the United States vied with Great Britain for world leadership at the turn of the twentieth century the
composition of the American Olympic team presented a flawed but effective image of national harmony and
inclusive identity. While early teams were comprised largely of wealthy young men from the best universities;
the 1912 team featured a Hawaiian, a black, and two Native American Indians as representative of the
inclusionary nature of the democracy, although none of the minorities enjoyed the full rights of citizenship.
Italians, who had been considered to be non-whites, also won inclusion on the U.S. Olympic team, which foster
an evolving transition in their national identity and a greater degree of approval within the mainstream society.
Sporting practices marked them as «Americany.

Sport thus served as a measuring stick for assimilation within the American society. Progress might be
measured through baseball or boxing, where a succession of ethnic professional athletes demonstrated the
transition to American sport forms. Second generation Germans neglected the turner gymnastic clubs and
joined the Irish youth who had already adopted baseball and basketball. In boxing, the working class Irish was
supplanted by poor Jews, who were displaced by the Italians, the blacks, and the Hispanics over the remainder
of the twentieth century. A generation after Jack Johnson ruled the heavyweight ranks; the black Joe Louis
carried the banner of democracy in symbolic boxing matches against the fascist states of Italy and Germany
during the 1930s. In 1947 Jackie Robinson proved that blacks and whites could work and live together when
he invaded the white bastion of Major League Baseball, seven years before the U.S. Supreme Court finally
banned the racial segregation laws that had plagued the fractured nation for more than half a century. By
the 1950s the national celebrity of baseball star Joe DiMaggio and boxer Rocky Marciano signaled that
Italians had finally gained a full measure of whiteness and acceptance. By that time it behooved the white
hierarchy to recognize Italians as white, for they had recaptured the boxing laurels from a succession of black
champions [10].

In the 1960s and thereafter sport marked the nation’s turmoil, grievances, and inequities as Muhammad
Ali challenged Americans’ claims to freedom of expression and freedom of religion; and black Olympians
alerted a global audience to racial injustices by invoking their Black Power Salute in 1968. Feminists also
marched for equal rights, which culminated in Title IX, part of a federal education act in 1972 that guaranteed
equal opportunity for all Americans. The legislation fostered an explosion of girls’ and women’s sports teams
in the schools and colleges throughout the country that is still reaping rewards. Only a year after the passage of
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the law, female tennis star Billie Jean King defeated Bobby Riggs, a former male champion, in an internatio-
nally televised challenge match that empowered women beyond the American coastlines [9].

Throughout the remainder of the century sport increasingly became a spectacle of nationalism
accompanied by greater displays of patriotism. Sport assumed even greater political importance as the Cold
War intensified after World War I1. International sporting events, particularly the Olympic Games, assumed the
appearance of surrogate warfare between communist and capitalist ideologies. Within the United States
American football superseded baseball as the American national game and the National Football League
administrators increasingly linked the game to nationalism and patriotism with flag waving, honored
appearances by military heroes, and exhibitions of martial spirit intended to unite all Americans against
perceived foes [2].

Despite ongoing and encompassing efforts to use sport in an attempt to unify the disparate groups within
the American polity, some averted full inclusion, what scholars have termed segmented assimilation. They
selectively choose to retain some past traditions, but accept parts of the American value system and its norms.
Some ethnic groups maintain a taste for ancestral foods and lifestyles beyond three generations. Jews still cling
to their ancestral religion despite increasing intermarriage rates; while many Italians maintain physicality as a
source of social capital, as evidenced by the number of Italian boxers still prevalent in the ring. The pluralistic
nature of American society has introduced a plethora of changes now common to the culture. Italian dishes,
such as pizza and pasta are mainstays within the American culinary culture; while Japanese sushi, Mexican
tacos, German beer, and myriad other ethnic foods have transformed American palates. A renewed emphasis on
the disparate use of languages, clothing, foods, and religious practices accompany more recent immigrants as
global migratory patterns continue to affect changes in national cultures. A century ago millions of Europeans
boarded ships to the United States, while today Muslims from the Mideast and Turkey seek a better life in
wealthier European countries. Asian workers travel to the oil rich countries of the Persian Gulf to fill the ranks
of labor. The issues of migration absorption, acculturation, and assimilation faced by the United States a
century ago continue in the postmodern world of a globalized economy.

One might draw comparisons between the United States and South Africa in the role of sport in the
process of cultural transformation. Like the United States, the tribes of southern Africa, like the Native
Americans, were displaced, conquered, and absorbed by foreign migrants to their land. The Dutch had
established a colony as early as 1652, to be followed by French Protestants who sought relief from religious
persecution, similar to the religious refugees who established Protestant beliefs in the American colonies.
Before the start of the nineteenth century the British also established roots in South Africa; but the abolition of
the slave trade in the British Empire in 1807 led to the drafting of the local Hottentots tribe into servitude.
Throughout the remainder of the century both British and Dutch settlers extended their territorial gains into the
lands of the local inhabitants in a fashion quite similar to the usurpation of Native American territories by the
white settlers in the United States during the same time period. As in the United States, such incursions led to
war with the local inhabitants and between the white settlers, resulting in the genocide of native tribes and the
segregation of survivors. By 1860 indentured servants were imported from India to fuel the depleted South
African labor force, just as millions of European peasants stocked the industrial factories in the United States
during the latter half of the century. The discovery of diamonds and gold in South Africa, just like the
discovery of gold in California, led to further animosities between contending nations as well as the local
residents, resulting in furthering the white hegemony, solidified in the aftermath of the Boer War of 1899—
1902 in an amalgamated British-Dutch union [15]. In the United States and South Africa the white, Anglo-
Saxon, Protestants (WASPs) managed to establish their hegemony, dominating political and social life and
enacting similar norms, standards, and values. The South African WASPs, however, chose to exclude and
segregate the black locals and non-white immigrants rather than assimilate them, resulting in living and labor
conditions even worse than the impoverished sectors of the United States.

In the wake of World War 1l a formal system of apartheid was enacted in South Africa that approximated
the segregation policies in the United States that had been in effect since the late nineteenth century. Sport, at
least in the northern United States remained one possibility for interracial activity. Over succeeding generations
African Americans won gradual acceptance and even celebrity within the popular culture fields of sport and
entertainment. The desegregation of Major League Baseball, then the national game of the United States, by
Jackie Robinson in 1947 provided a lesson in race relations for all Americans. Today African American
athletes dominate the National Football League and the National Basketball Association, representing a very
public image of meritocracy, at least in professional sport [15].
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For both the United States and South Africa the realms of sport, education, and leisure served as arenas for
struggle between racial, ethnic, religious, and gender groups. Both countries debated the nature of leisure
spaces with racial segregation enacted by edict or practice in public parks. Schools, too, educated the lower
ranks for unequal levels within the economy. In the United States Native Indian children were taken from their
parents and sent to residential schools where they learned vocational skills in order to become laborers for the
capitalist industrial economy. Baseball and other «American» sports intended to teach them more «civilized»
values. Likewise in South Africa, black labor proved a necessity for whites’ industrial ventures, and cricket
symbolized a higher form of civilization. Soccer, the poor man’s game, offered greater social cohesion among
the lower classes [16].

Many of the immigrants to the United States, like the Asians and Indians who traveled to South Africa,
were deemed to be non-white and subject to deportation. For both, the status of «whiteness,» if not the actual
skin color, had to be attained to win a level of acceptance in the dominant society. Schooling and sport clubs
offered one possibility for greater inclusion. In the United States mandatory schooling and physical education
introduced immigrant children to American sport forms and their inherent value systems, providing a sense of
inclusion. Northern states, more liberal in its racial attitudes than the South, permitted interracial teams and
contests.

South Africa also adopted mandatory education for whites, but marginalized its Asian, colored, and black
children. Neville Alexander, a South African activist in the midst of the liberation movement, asserted that
«Educational institutes help to entrench and strengthen the rules, ideas and values of the dominant class,
because in any society the dominant ideas are the ideas of the dominant class» [1]. The racist WASPs of South
Africa proved to be less pliant than the more liberal Progressive reformers of the United States. Sporting
grounds, when granted, provided inferior facilities as non-whites were increasingly segregated from white
residents after enactment of the Urban Areas Act of 1952. Over the ensuing decades of the century the anti-
apartheid movement challenged such dictates and clamored for adequate recreational spaces with some success
by the 1970s. Such groups formed alliances and united in labor strikes, school boycotts, and other acts of
defiance that eventually managed to dismantle apartheid policies in the 1990s [1; 16].

Sport eventually proved to be a very visible symbol of greater national unity within the country. With the
ascendance of Nelson Mandela to the presidency of South Africa in 1994 and that country’s hosting of the
Rugby World Cup the following year the athletic spectacle presented an opportunity to unite the fractious
society divided by racial, tribal, religious and ideological differences. Mandela, a former amateur boxer and
runner, imprisoned for 27 years for his opposition to the apartheid system, eschewed retaliation when he came
to power in favor of a policy of reconciliation. He chose to use the national rugby team, the Springboks,
previously a symbol of white supremacy, as the means to address the issue of divisiveness. Similar to the way
in which American Olympic teams symbolized the inclusion of disparate groups, Mandela adopted the team,
although it included only one black member. His symbolic gesture averted a potential civil war and terrorist
acts by whites chagrined at their loss of power. It brought greater interest among blacks in what had been
considered a whites only sport. The team made it to the final game where it miraculously defeated the heavily
favored world champion New Zealand All Blacks to claim the World Cup, promoting a newfound nationalism
and improving the social bonds between the multiethnic and multiracial residents of the new democracy.
During his tenure as president (1994-1999) Mandela became a beloved leader and a global icon, not only for
South Africans, but as «the president of humanity» [5].

In 2007 South Africa repeated its rugby championship, bringing a renewed pride to the country still
experiencing turmoil within its ranks. In 2010 South Africa once again utilized sport to gain international
recognition as host of the Soccer World Cup. While the global media generally accorded South Africa plaudits
for its efforts, the spectacle proved a double edged sword as thousands of poor people were displaced to
accommodate the construction of new stadiums for the matches with no trickle down economic effect to their
benefit. The maintenance of such arenas over the next generation will be a continued drain on the nation’s
finances for years to come [3; 11].

In the United States too, private billionaire owners of professional teams, continually try to pass the cost of
their stadium building binges onto the general public with mixed results. When taxpayers refuse to foot the bill
the owners use their political capital to engender alternative means of procurement. For example, when
Chicagoans refused to raise their taxes to remodel the local stadium for the professional football team,
lawmakers enacted a hotel tax passed on to unsuspecting tourists that accomplished the same goal without
infuriating the fan base.




Ictopuuni, pinocodcenki, npaBosi i kaaposi npodaemu ¢isnyHOI KyILTYPH Ta CHOPTY

Conclusions and Perspective of Further Researches. As seen in both the United States and South
Africa, sport has the substantial power for good if used for the betterment of society; but it can also inhibit
growth and equality when employed as a capitalist marketing tool that benefits the few rather than the whole.
Let us hope that national leaders recognize the difference and make the best choices in the future.
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