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Abstract

The aim of this article was to show the initial stage of development of women's world football through the analysis
of first five tournaments within the World Championships. Such beginning in the form of world class tournaments has
allowed strengthening the position of women's football in the world, giving it international prestige. First tournament
took place in China in 1991. Joao Havelange, a then FIFA president, was a great promoter of the establishment of the
FIFA World Cup. The next world championships were played in Sweden. It was a perfect tournament in terms of
organization. A turning point in women's football was a tournament played in 1999 in the United States. It was a great
media success of women's football. This tournament broke the audience record of sport competitions involving women,
as the final match was watched by more than 90 thousand spectators at the stadium. The next championships
strengthened the position of football in the world. Currently, there is a need to monitor and register important events in
women's football, as it happens in men's football.
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Anmkeii Copoka. IcTopis :kinounx yemmionaris cBity 3 ¢pyréoay B 1991-2007 pp. Mema pobomu — noxkazatu
MOYAaTKOBUH €Tall PO3BHUTKY JKIHOYOTO CBITOBOTO (yTOONy 3a IONOMOIOI0 aHali3y MEepUIMX IM'STH TYPHIpIB Ha
yemmionati cBiTy. Takuii mouarok (y ¢opmi TypHIpiB CBITOBOTO DIiBHS) JaB 3MOTY 3MIIHHTH MO3HIII KiHOYOTO
¢yTOOIy y CBITI Ta HagaTH oMy MixkHaponHUil aBropuret. Ilepmmit TypHip BinOyBcs B Kurai B 1991 p. Ha Toit yac
BEJIMKHM TOITyJIIPU3aTOPOM MpoBeaeHHs TypHipiB Ha KyOok cBity OyB toxinmHii mnpesumeHT OIDA JKoao 'aBemanr.
Hactynui wemmionatu cBity BinOynuch y IlIBemii. Ile OyB imeampHUI TypHIip i3 morisagy oprasizamii. [lepemomManM
MOMEHTOM Y xiHodoMy ¢yTOomi craB TypHip y 1999 p. y Crnomyuennx Illratax. lle Oy mpekpacHuil Memia-ycmix
xiHovoro ¢yroomy. Lleit TypHip 3a y9acTio KiHOK y CIIOPTUBHUX 3MaraHHsX MOOWB PEKOPAH, OCKUIEKH 32 (hiHATEHUM
MaTdeM croctepirano monan 90 Tuc. risgadiB Ha cTagioHi. HacTymHI 4eMImioHaTH MOCHIHIN TO3UIii GyTOOTy y CBITI.
Ha cporoani icHye morpeba B MOHITOPHMHTY Ta peecTpauil BaXJIMBHUX HOAIA y XiHO4oMmy (yTOOIN, OCKUIBKH 1€
BiIOYBA€ETHCS B 40JIOBIYOMY (HyTOOJTI.

KoarouoBi ciioBa: xxiHounii Gpyr6o0I, ueMmioHaT CBITY, icTOpIs.

Anpkeii Copoxa. UcTopusi ;xeHCKHX 4eMIHOHATOB Mupa no ¢yroony B 1991-2007 rr. I]ens padbomsr — noka3ath
HayYaJbHBIM 3Tal pa3BUTHA KEHCKOTO MHPOBOTO (yTOosia IMyTeM aHanu3a MEpBBIX MATH TYPHHUPOB HAa YEMIIMOHATE
mupa. Takoe Havano (B GopMe TYpHHPOB MHPOBOT'O YPOBHS) MO3BOJIMIIO YKPEIHTh HO3ULUH )XEHCKOTO (hyTOOIa B MHUpE
U TIPEIOCTaBHTh €My MESKIYHApOIHBIH aBToputeT. [lepBhiii TypHHp cocTosuica B Kurae B 1991 1. B To Bpemst Gombimum
MOMYIISIPU3aTOPOM TpoBefeHus TypHuUpoB Ha KyOok mupa Obur Tormamuuii mpesumeHT OUDA Koao [MaBenmanr.
Crieyrorue 4eMIMoHaThl Mupa rponum B [1IBerm. 310 OBUT HCATBHBIA TYPHHP C TOYKH 3PEHHS OpraHm3aliy. [leperoMHbIM
MOMEHTOM B JKEHCKOM (yTOOIIEe CTAIl TYPHHUP, KOTOpBIi coctosticst B 1999 r. B CoemiHeHHBIX [lITaTax. 910 OBLT MPeKpacHBIH
Me/ra-ycnex eHCKoro ¢yToona. DTOT TypHHpP C Y4aCTHEM JKEHIIUH B CIIOPTHBHBIX COPEBHOBAHMUSIX IMOOMI PEKOPAbI,
MOCKOJIbKY 33 (puHAIBHBIM MaTdeM HabOmomamu Oosee 90 000 3pureneit Ha craguone. ClieayrONHe YEMITHOHATHI YCHITHITH
no3unuu (yrbona B Mupe. B Hacrosiiee BpeMms CyIIECTBYeT MOTPEOHOCTh B MOHMTOPHHIE€ M PETHCTPAIIMU BaXKHBIX
COOBITHH B EHCKOM (pyTOOIIE, TaK Kak 3TO MPOUCXOAUT B MYKCKOM (yTOOIIE.

KiroueBble c1oBa: xeHCKHH (yTOO0I, 4EMITHOHAT MUPA, HCTOPHSL.

Introduction. Philosophers treat sport as an amazing phenomenon of the twentieth century, especially
referring it to football. No sport discipline has taken over the world just like football and no one has managed
to gather such a large number of fans (Grzegorczyk et al. 1991). Football is a very communicative game,
easy to understand even if participants or spectators do not know the rules, as the whole sense of the game
boils down to scoring a goal. It seems that through its simplicity and ability to trigger strong emotional and
intellectual experiences in participants of the game, it has become a phenomenon of modern times (Soroka 2005).

Football’s phenomenon is proved also by the fact that its popularity returned in the early 70s of the 20th
century among women after the ban period, which was issued in the 1920s. This is a classic example of how
difficult it is to forbid something that people care about and what are really interested in (Soroka, 2005).

The extent and scope of football’s phenomenon has caused that it has been explored for a long time by
sociologists, psychologists as well as representatives of other science disciplines, however to a small extent
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by historians as the analysis of individual tournaments remains only in the form of statistics of individual
federations. Therefore, it is important to analyze the most important tournaments such as the world
championships in order to document the most interesting phenomena occurring at the turn of the century and
then to compare them together.

The aim of this article was to show the initial stage of development of women's world football through
the analysis of first five world cup tournaments. Such beginning in the form of world class tournaments has
allowed strengthening the position of women's football in the world, giving it international prestige.

China 1991. The Real Glow of Women's Football

Women’s football got real glow in November 1991, when there was an inauguration of the world
championships in this sport. Joao Havelange, a then FIFA president, was a great promoter and initiator of the
establishment of cyclic tournaments with participation of the best female teams in the world, out of which
would emerge the best one for the period of four years.

The organizer of the first tournament was the People's Republic of China, where women's football was
very popular in the 1980s. Teams from all over the world were welcomed with unquestioned enthusiasm of
football fans and Chinese authorities, which undoubtedly raised the prestige of the whole tournament.

In the final tournament there were 12 national teams selected through qualifications from 46 teams that
expressed their desire to participate in this meeting. They were divided into three groups, out of which two
best teams and two out of three with the highest number of points advanced to the knockout phase.
Subsequently, the promotion was conditioned by a better ratio of goals. Apart from footballers, six football
female referees appeared on the pitch. Klaudia de Vasconcelos, a Brazilian referee was the first woman in
FIFA history that led a match on such a high level as the main referee. It was the match for the third place in
the tournament.

A final match for the title of the first world champion in female football gathered in the stadium 63,000
fans. The meeting ended with the victory of American female footballers after scoring two goals by Michelle
Akers against Norwegians. The first world championship tournament was dominated by teams from Europe —
there were five. Three European teams played in semi-final matches, although the most important trophy was
won by the American team. There were also one team from Brazil, three teams from Asia, one from Africa
and one from Oceania. Matches were watched in the stands by 510,000 fans, with an average of nearly
20,000 fans per match, what impressed the organizers and FIFA authorities.

Sweden 1995. Europe Welcomes the World’s Best Female Footballers

If the tournament in China in 1991 could be called an organizational improvisation, the second women's
world championships played in 1995 in Sweden were organized at the highest world level. It was a
combination of world prestige and provincial fun due to playing matches at the Swedish National Stadium
Rasunda in Stockholm as well as in small provincial venues. Football teams even from distant continents
won supporters from the local community, where they lived and played their matches.

These were championships where FIFA introduced an experiment with time breaks. The team could
take advantage during the match of one two-minute break in each half of the game to rest or correct team's
setting or tactics. However, during matches such convenience was rarely used by trainers. The specificity of
these championships was also frequent meetings of main referees with line ones, which also aimed at
allowing players to rest and regenerate. All these actions were because of the high temperature of the air
during the tournament in Sweden.

Out of 25 referees who led matches during the tournament, 14 were women. For the first time in the
history of women's world championships the final match was led by a Swedish referee, Ingrid Jonsson, who
perfectly fulfilled her duty.

It was a tournament not only for the world championship, but also for qualifications to the Olympics
Games in 1996, where the national women's teams were to take part in for the first time. One could say that
the inauguration of world-class women’s football tournaments led football to be introduced in the Olympic
disciplines.

There were 53 national teams that participated in the qualifying matches for the final tournament of the
Il Women's World Football Championships. The formula of twelve teams in final matches was preserved.
There was only a change in scoring. If a team won a match, it gained 3 points, whereas for the game
unresolved only one point. A match for third place won the team from the United States after scoring one
goal in each half against Chinese team. The final match of the world championship played between the teams
of Norway and Germany was watched by over 17 000 fans, who were cheering for both teams in the rain,
while the entire tournament was watched in the stands by 112 000 spectators.
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USA 1999. Media Championships

If the championship tournament in 1995 was perfect due to its exemplary organization, the 1999
championships were a breakthrough in women's football because of their huge audience and media attention.
The matches in stadiums were watched by almost 1 200 thousand of spectators. There were 2500 journalists
accredited at the championships. All 32 played matches were broadcast live on television, and they were
watched by almost billion viewers in 70 countries around the world. It was a breakthrough in the
popularization of football in the world.

The final match in 1999 at the stadium in Pasadena in California was watched in the stands by a record
number of fans — 90,185. So far no other sport event with women’s participation gained such audience. Even
a then president of the United States Bill Clinton came to watch the finals match on July 10.

For the first time the number of teams in the final tournament amounted to 16. They were divided into
four qualification groups, out of which two best teams advanced to the next round. Further phase of the
tournament was held according to a formula developed at the previous world championships, which is a cup system.

The same as in the previous championship, it was a triumph of American team as it won for the second
time the world cup. The inaugural match of A group between the hostess team of the championships — USA
and Denmark was watched by nearly 80 000 fans. In the second round, there were over 65 000 fans watching
the match of American team against Nigerian one. The semi-final match with the hostesses of the
championship saw over 73 000 fans, where Americans beat Brazilians 2-0. In the second semi-final match,
China won 5-0 against Norway.

After the defeat in the semi-final match, the Norwegian team was not motivated enough to fight for the
third place of the championships against the Brazilian team. Despite extra time ordered, neither team could
score at least one goal that would give a victory. The penalty shots were better performed by Brazilian
players and they became third team in the world. Similar situation appeared in the final match. In this match
American players dominated the middle zone of the field and controlled the game, but in no way were able
to break very strong Chinese defense. In the extra time, the Chinese team might have been tempted to win
the match. At the penalty shootout, the third shot of Chinese player was defended by American goalkeeper
Brandi Chastain, what allowed the USA to win the final match.

The biggest number of goals in the final tournament was scored by Brazilian player Sissi and Chinese
player Sun Wen — 7 each. Brazilian player was also chosen the best player of the championship. In the 111
World Championships there were scored 120 goals. On average, there were over 37 000 fans in the strands
watching each match.

USA 2003. Again on the American Continent

Despite the nomination of China as the host of the IV World Tournament in 2003, eventually, it was
held again in the United States, due to Asian SARS virus. The tournament was originally scheduled to start
on May 26, 2003, but due to the epidemic, it was moved to the United States to maintain the cyclicality of
the tournament. The compensation for China was the maintenance of automatic qualification for the final
tournament in the United States and designation by FIFA this country as the host of the next tournament in
2007. The World Cup in 2003 was played in an identical formula as in 1999.

The semi-final meeting, especially its end, played between the teams of Germany and the USA, two
favorites to the title of world champions was very surprising. Both teams played at the similar level and was
filled with many attempts to score a goal. Both teams scored 11 times on the field goal, but in this match
only the German players won the match, finally winning 3-0. Each team scored the goal 11 times, however
in semi-final meeting only German players scored the goals, winning the match 3-0. In the second semi-final
match Swedish team with a strong advantage beat Canadian team 2—-1.

With more than 25 000 fans in the stands, American team won the match for the third place, defeating
the Canadian team 3-1. The final match was dominated by actions of German players, but they managed to
win in extra time.

China 2007. China Again

Due to SARS epidemic, FIFA decided to move the World Championships from China to the United
States, automatically choosing Chine to become a host of the next tournament in 2007. It was held between
10 and 30 September 2017. The host country chose five cities, where there were held 32 meetings. As in
tournaments held in 1999 and 2003, 16 national teams were divided into four groups. Two best teams from
each group were promoted to the cup phase.

In one of semi-final matches there was a confrontation between European teams, while in the second
between American teams. The favorites of the meeting German team beat Norway 3-0. The second semi-
final match between Brazil and the United States also ended with a high victory, where Brazilian players
beat Americans 4-0.
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In the fight for the bronze medal of the World Cup from the beginning the US team achieved decisive
advantage, who defeated Norwegian team 4-1.

Undoubtedly, two best teams met in the final match. German team had not lost a single goal, shooting
19 goals to the opponent teams, winning four meetings and one match drawing without scoring any goals
with English team in the group phase. The Brazilians won five matches by scoring 17 goals and losing only
two. In the match both teams created many dangerous situations, but effective were two shots that ended
with scoring goals by German team.

The tournament in China was viewed in the stands of five stadiums by 1 190 thousand of fans, which
gave the average attendance for the match over 37 000 spectators. These figures clearly demonstrate the
demand of fans for women's football and its immense importance in the world.

Kristen Lilly, an American player, appeared to be a phenomenon in women’s football. The World Cup
in China was the fifth in a row in which she participated.

Statistics of Five World Championships

While analyzing five world championships, the US team appeared to be the most titled as it returned
with a medal from every championship. In 1991 and 1999 she won gold medals, while in 1995, 2003 and
2007 bronze ones. It is worth mentioning that the US team is also the winner of the Olympic Games in 1996
and 2004. Another world’s top representation that is German team won three medals of world
championships: two gold medals and one silver. The teams of Norway, Sweden and Brazil won two medals
each at that time: Norway with one gold medal and one silver, while Sweden and Brazil with one silver
medal and one bronze. Chinese team won silver medal in 1999 (table 1).

Table 1
The Winners of the Next World Championships

ocig:r?itzrgr Year I Place 1l Place 111 Place 1V Place
China PR 1991 USA Norway Sweden German
Sweden 1995 Norway German USA China PR
USA 1999 USA China PR Brazil Norway
USA 2003 German Sweden USA Canada
China PR 2007 German Brazil USA Norway

So far, the players scored 533 goals in all five tournaments. The highest average of scored goals in the
match was achieved in 1995 and 1999 at amounted to 3,8. Most female footballers with high goal scoring
played in the US representations, which achieved in tournaments 85 effective shots to the goal. German and
Norwegian teams scored each 84 goals, China PR scored 55 as well as Sweden and Brazil — 46 each (tab. 2).

Table 2
The Number of Goals Scored in the Next World Championships
Year of Organization Number of Teams Number of Number of Goals Average of Goals
of the World L. .
Ch . . Participating Matches Played Scored Scored in a Match
ampionship

1991 12 26 97 3,7
1995 12 26 99 3,8
1999 16 32 120 3,8
2003 16 32 106 3,3
2007 16 32 111 3,5

After each world championship tournament, there are selected three top and most valuable players. The
first place is awarded with the prize in the form of «golden bally, the second place with «silver ball» and the
third with «brown ball». Only two players, Michelle Akers and Birgit Prinz appeared twice in the top three
players of the championship. In 1991 Michelle Akers was awarded with the «silver ball» and in 1999 with
the «brown ball» of the world championship. In 2003 Birgit Prinz was named the best tournament player,
and in 2007 she was awarded with the «silver ball» (tab. 3).
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Table 3
Classification of the Best Players in the World Championships
Year of Championships «Gold Ball» «Silver Ball» «Bronze Ball»
1991 Jennings Carin (USA) Akers Michelle (USA) Medalen Linda (Norway)
Hege Rise Aarones Ann Kristin
1995 (Norway) Gro Espeseth (Norway) (Norway)
Sun Wen Sissi .
1999 (China PR) (Brazil) Akers Michelle (USA)
. I Svensson Victoria Meinert Maren
2003 Prinz Birgit (Germany) (Sweden) (Germany)
Marta . —_ Christiane
2007 (Brazil) Prinz Birgit (Germany) (Brazil)

The classification of the best snipers is also run on every world championships. The first place is
awarded with the «golden shoe», the second with «silver shoe» and the third with «bronze shoex». So far,
there have been six «gold shoe» awarded as in 1999 two Brazilian players Sissi and Chinese player Sun Wen
took first place in the classification, due to the same number of scored goals. Among the awarded players
two times was Norwegian player arones Ann Kristin, who in 1995 was the best goal shooter with 6 scored
goals and in 1999 was awarded with third place wining «bronze shoe» (tab.4).

Table 4
Classification of Players with the Biggest Number of Scored Goals During world Championship
Cha\::s{oz];hip «Gold Shoe» «Silver Shoe» «Bronze Shoe»
1991 Akers Michelle (10) Mohr Heidi (7) Jennings Carin (6)
(USA) (Niemcy) (USA)
1995 Aarones Ann Kristin (6) Hege Rise (5) Shi Guihong (3)
(Norway) (Norwegia) (China PR)
1999 Sissi (Brazylia) (7) Nie przyznano Aarones Ann Kristin (4)
Sun Wen (China) (7) (Norway)
2003 Prinz Brigit (7) Meinert Maren (4) Katia (4)
(Germany) (Niemcy) (Brazil)
2007 Marta Abby Wambach Ragnhild Gulbrandsen
(Brazil) (USA) (Norway)

In the classification of the best goal shooters in the history of world championship in football the first
positions are occupied by German player Brigit Prinz, who scored 14 goals in four tournaments in which she
participated. American player Akers Michelle scored 12 goals and German player Bettina Wiegmann — 13. It
should be noted that both German players scored goals in four tournaments and American player only in two
in 1991 and 1995 (tab.5).

Table 5
The Best Goal Shooters in the History of the Women's world Championships
Place Name and Surname Nationality S,::lgrne]gzrog]; s E?g:ﬁ;ﬁgﬂgﬁlg
1. Brigit Prinz Germany 14 1995,1999,2003,2007
2. Akers Michelle USA 12 1991,1995
3. Bettina Wiegmann Germany 11 1991,1995,1999,2003
4. Heidi Mohr Germany 10 1991,1995
4. Kristin Ann Aarones Norway 10 1995,1999
4, Sun Wen China PR 10 1995,1999,2003
4. Marta Brazil 10 2003,2007
8. Abby Wambach USA 9 2003, 2007
9. Linda Medalen Norway 8 1991,1995
9. Rise Hege Norway 8 1995,1999
9. Mia Hamm USA 8 1991,1995,1999,2003
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Conclusions. Women's football as a new phenomenon in world sport has become an important sport
discipline thanks to vast interest of a large number of fans in tournaments of global or continental rank. The
example of the first five tournaments shows the increasing interest of fans and media, which in modern
world create all kind of events, both local and worldwide. Currently, the world cup are held in three age
categories up to 17 and 19 and in the senior category. There were created games embracing not only the
national teams, but also club competitions at the range of individual continents. Due to such organized
competition, there is a need for in-depth analysis of the female game from technical and tactical side as well
as to document football events. The presented work is the first part that documents the women’s world
championships. Further with even richer dramaturgy should encourage next generations of fans to watch
sport events with participation of women.
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